
1961/06/29 


((. 


j L 


Boom 2B980, Pentagon 
Washington 25, D. C. 
29 June 1961 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUHDI 


Subject: 


Submission /Of Attached Memorandum 
to the President. 


In my absence vould you please pass the attached 
memorandum to the President vhich is my interim reply to 
his desire for comment on Diem’s request for a 100,000.? 
man increase? I have asked Colonel Lege re to show this to 
Mr. Rostov before submitting it to you. 


MAXWELL D. TAYLOR 


DECLASSIFIED 

i-i. S/c. • • li-.d 5:PJcr. 


c/jtotc®- Dsts _ 
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29 June l$ 6 l 


JffiMCRAHDQK FOR CBS FHXSXBEHT 

Subject: Reply to Blent* ■ Request for a 100,000 Man 

Increase in the A ray of Vlet-nam. 

1. The inaadiate requirement is an Interim reply to Blem t s letter 

of June 9 in which he requests an increase of 100,000 men for his Army . 
This reply s houl d cite the recent agreement to increase the Amy from 
190,000 to 170,000 and cote the fact that several months vill be re- 
quired to carry out this Increase. Thus, there la ample time to await 
the return of the Special Financial Group (presently In Viet- Baa work- 
ing on a financial plan on which Joint U.6.-CVS efforts for the future 
can be based) before fading any further decision. A draft reply along 
this is being prepared in State and should reach you shortly. 

2. Such an interim reply only holds the line mom e n t arily. After 
receiving the economic report of the Special Financial Group, we must 
decide what increase beyond the 170,000 celling is Justified end sup- 
portable. The JCS ere inclined at present to support an increase of 
the force Objective to 200,000 which, if a pproved, would require a 
period for implementation running well into 19&. A Bepartoent of 

reeoomandation on this second increase Is under preparation. 

3 . To take the third step which Biem wants, namely, to approve a cell- 
ing of 270,000 men, should await a careful analysis of this requirement 
by the MAAG, CHK2PAC, and the JCS. We have ample time to go into this 
matter thoroughly without holding up the increase in forces if it is 
ultimately appro ve d . 

A. In summary, the steps to be taken as Z see them are: 

a. Dispatch an interim reply to Biem at once. 

b. Consider an additional 30,000-man increase from 170,000 to 

200,000 but withhold a decision until the r ep o r t of the fipedal 

Financial Group. 

c. Query the Chief, KAA0, as to the possibility of reducing the 
required for inducting and training the new levies — the rate 

seems slow to me. 


•BECI 


■IFIED 


NARS, Oate 



n? 





d. Obtain 
and*" Defense < 
Amy. 


r e eana enda tlon o f the Ankassador, Chief MAAG # CXKCPAC 
a to the ultimate goal to he set for the Viet- Ran 


MAXWELL D. TAILOR 


Copy tot Mr. Bundy 

Mr. Rostov 
Mr. Cottrell 


OH 




